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ACTION VO-03 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KABUL IMMEDIATE 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, PK 

SUB J : PAKISTAN RESTRICTIVE VISA POLICY 
REF: ISLAMABAD 757 

1. EMB OFFS MET YESTERDAY WITH M. ZIA HUSSAIN, DEPT. 

SECRETARY (FOR VISA MATTERS) MIN. OF INTERIOR TO DISCUSS 
PROBLEM OF RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGNERS TRAVEL TO PAKISTAN 
DURING THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. HUSSAIN, WHO SEEMED COOPERATIVE 
AND HELPFUL, REPORTS TRYING TO MINIMIZE DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS 
OF RESTRICTIONS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED PROBLEM OF OVERLY ZEALOUS 
IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS INFORCING MISUNDERSTOOD POLICIES AND 
RELATED THAT HE HAS THREATENED TO RELIEVE ASS. DIR. OF 
IMMIGRATION AND PASSPORTS, LAHORE, FOR HIS MISTAKEN 
INTERPRETATION OF NEW POLICIES. HUSSAIN PROMISED TO QUICKLY 
RECTIFY ANY PROBLEMS CONCERNING MIS-INTERPRETATION OF 
POLICIES BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION AND FURTHER PROMISED 
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THAT HIS MINISTRY WOULD COMPLETE VISA CLEARANCES WITHIN 
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TWELVE TO EIGHTEEN HOURS. 

2. HUSSAIN SAID THAT ALL VALID PAKISTAN VISAS, REGARDLESS OF 
CATEGORY OR WHEN ISSUED, WOULD BE HONORED. HOWEVER, SINCE 
"SOME VISAS HAD BEEN ISSUED HAPHAZARDLY" SOME CATEGORIES 
OF FOREIGNERS WOULD HAVE TO OBTAIN "NEW VISAS" IN ORDER TO 
BE ALLOWED TO STAY BEYOND FEB. 10. WHILE IT REMAINS UNCLEAR 
AS TO WHICH FOREIGNERS THIS REQUIREMENT WOULD APPLY, HUSSAIN 
SAID THAT THOSE INCLUDED IN NINE CATEGORIES EXEMPT FROM 
PRE-CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS, AS REPORTED REF. TEL. WILL ALSO 
BE EXEMPT FROM THIS REQUIREMENT. IN ADDITION, HE SAID THAT 
THOSE FOREIGNERS ADMITTED BEFORE THE SPECIAL MEASURES WENT INTO 
EFFECT WOULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN NEW VISAS. 

3. HUSSAIN PROMISED THAT NEW VISAS DISCUSSED PARA 2 WOULD 
BE ISSUED BY FEB. 10. SO THAT PROBLEM OF FOREIGNERS WHO DO 
NOT RECEIVE VISAS BY THAT DATE BEING FORCED TO LEAVE PAKISTAN 
WILL NOW OCCUR. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE SPECIFICALLY WARNED 

THE ASS. DIR. OF IMMIGRATION LAHORE ABOUT THIS POINT. 

4. HUSSAIN SAID THAT PAKISTAN'S BORDERS WILL NOT BE CLOSED 
AFTER FEB. 10. AND THAT PERSONS WITH VALID VISAS WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO ENTER AFTER THAT DATE. 

5. ASKED IF THE RESTRICTIVE POLICY WOULD BE CONTINUED 
FOR THE AW AMI FIAR SCHEDULED IN LAHORE FOR MARCH 3-10, 

HUSSAIN SAID THAT THE RESCRICTIONS WOULD NOT CONTINUE FOR 
ONE MINUTE BEYOND MIDNIGHT FEBRUARY 28. 

6. ASKED IF THE EMBASSY SHOULD DISCOURAGE TOURISTS FROM 
APPLYING FOR VISAS DURING THIS PERIOD, HUSSAIN SAID "NO, 

NOT AT ALL." HE SAID THAT CLEARANCE FOR TOURIST VISAS WOULD 
BE HANDLED DIRECTLY BETWEEN PAK MISSIONS AND MIN. OF INTERIOR 
AND THAT NO DIPLOMATIC NOTES ON THE BAHALF OF TOURISTS WOULD 
BE REQUIRED. 

7. HUSSAIN SAID THAT FOREIGNERS RESIDENT HERE WHO PLAN TO 
EXIT FROM AND RETURN TO PAKISTAN DURING PERIOD OF RESTRICTIONS 
SHOULD GET RE-ENTRY VISA PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE 
DIRECTED THE DIRECTOR OF IMMIGRATION IN KARACHI AND THE REGIONAL 
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PASSPORT AND IMMIGRATION OFFICERS TO ISSUE RE-ENTRY VISAS TO 
THESE RESIDENTS WHEN THEY EXIT PAKISTAN. 

BYROADE 
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